INTER-AGENCY GBV GUIDELINES REFERENCE GROUP

TERMS OF REFERENCE
Effective APRIL 2021

A. Purpose of the Reference Group

The inter-agency GBV Guidelines Reference Group (RG) was created at the time of the launch of
the revised IASC Guidelines for Integrating Gender-based Violence Interventions in Humanitarian
Action (“GBV Guidelines”) in 2015, to support and promote the sustained, systematic uptake of
the GBV Guidelines by humanitarian stakeholders.

The RG oversees and advises the global implementation of the GBV Guidelines and supports
inter-agency efforts to effectively integrate GBV risk mitigation interventions across agencies and
sectors/clusters. The specific priorities of the RG are detailed in the 2021-2024 RG strategy
(attached).

B. Structure and leadership of the Reference Group

The RG currently! consists of approximately 15 member agencies, representing UN agencies,
NGOs, research and policy/advocacy organizations. It is led by an inter-agency GBV Guidelines
Coordinator, currently hosted by CARE.

B.1 The GBV Guidelines Implementation Support Team

Some RG member agencies also contribute in-kind staffing support to the GBV Guidelines
Implementation Support Team (IST), a team that works together to advance interagency capacity
building on and operationalization of GBV risk mitigation at global, regional and country levels.

IST members are all GBV risk mitigation specialists within their own agencies, and dedicate a
portion of their time to supporting inter-agency work. At the time of finalizing this strategy?,
there are five IST members, hosted by CARE, IOM, UNFPA and UNICEF in addition to the inter-
agency GBV Guidelines Coordinator. The IST may be expanded or reduced in size depending on
preferences and availability of member agencies.

The IST maintains its own annual workplan agreed upon by all IST member hosting agencies.
While the IST workplan is distinct from the RG strategy, the specific priorities and activities
outlined in the IST workplan are fully in line with and supportive of the achievement of the RG
strategy.
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B.2 Relationship between the RG and IST

While the RG serves primarily as an advisory body (with some periodic, voluntary exceptions
noted under section C, below), the IST focus more directly on implementation of collectively
identified interagency priorities, such as capacity-building and knowledge management. The RG
provides strategic direction on IST priorities, supports dissemination of resources developed by
the IST and helps elevate collective advocacy points identified by the IST, where relevant.

Periodically, there are ad hoc opportunities for RG members to participate in specific, timebound
pieces of the more operational work of the IST. These opportunities will be discussed as they
arise and will be undertaken on a purely voluntary basis.

Any RG member agencies interested in formally supporting a new member of the IST are
encouraged to reach out to the Coordinator.

For more detail on the specific roles and responsibilities of the RG and the IST, respectively, pls
see Annex 1.

C. Relationship with other GBV coordination bodies and initiatives

The RG and IST engage with, support and participate in multiple other GBV-related initiatives,
both as the RG/IST as well as in their individual agency capacities. Currently®, the main relevant
initiatives include:

C.1 GBV Area of Responsibility

Most, though not all, of the members of the RG are also core members of the GBV AoR, and the
GBV AoR is a member of the RG. As such, there is close coordination frequent joint initiatives
between the two entities — for example, joint stocktaking workshops, webinars, etc.

However, the Reference Group is not a Task Team of the GBV AoR, but a separate group leading
the implementation of the IASC GBV Guidelines specifically, and GBV risk mitigation more
broadly, across the humanitarian system, inclusive of the GBV community as well as across all
other humanitarian response sectors/clusters. Implementation of the GBV Guidelines and
operationalization of GBV risk mitigation complements GBV specialized programming and
coordination in emergency settings being led by GBV AoR personnel such as the REGA, GBV sub-
cluster coordinators, IMs, etc. and frequent communication, collaboration and information
sharing between the groups is encouraged.

C.2 Call to Action
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Outcome 6 of the 2021-2025 Call to Action (CTA) Roadmap is dedicated to GBV risk mitigation.
Most RG members are also members of CTA, the RG liaises closely with the RG secretariat and
many RG members are represented across the CTA’s International Organizations and NGO
stakeholder groups. Thus there is close coordination between the two initiatives, and the RG will
continue to support the CTA to track and report on commitments and achievements under
Outcome 6.

C.3  GBV Accountability Framework Global Steering Committee (GBV AF GSC)

The GBV Guidelines Coordinator is a member of the GBV AF GSC, as are several other RG member
agencies. In addition, the GBV Guidelines are the core tool supporting implementation of the AF’s
“agencies with a responsibility to mainstream GBV” stakeholder group. As such, the entities work
together to ensure a consistent focus on GBV risk mitigation within the Accountability Framework
and its implementation.

D. Participation and time commitment

RG members may be GBV specialists and/or focal points from other technical sectors that are
focused on integrating GBV risk mitigation into their sector’s work. However, RG members should
be appropriately positioned within their organization to meet the roles and responsibilities of
membership, particularly regarding influencing decision makers and colleagues within their own
agencies.

Each RG member agency is requested to provide the Coordinator with contact information for a
primary and alternate RG member. Alternates are expected to attend the monthly calls in the
event the primary member is not available, to support continuity of engagement.

The RG meets via Zoom once per month for one hour, currently the first Tuesday of each month
at 9.30am New York time. Periodically, additional ad hoc calls are organized to support specific
efforts. The RG is also expected to periodically provide written feedback on relevant documents
(for example, the guidance note on making GBV risk mitigation commitments under Call to Action
or the GBV risk mitigation and COVID-19 tipsheet).

The monthly time commitment for each RG member does not typically exceed 5 hours per month
maximum. RG members are expected to participate in at least 80% of monthly calls and
contribute some form of feedback to at least 50% of the documents shared annually.

E. New Members

New members are welcome to join the RG at any time, with the agreement of a majority of
existing RG members and provided they are able to meet the minimum commitment
requirements noted under Section E above. The RG is best suited for agencies with an
interest/expertise in GBV risk mitigation and is not limited to GBV specialized agencies. RG
members may be GBV specialists and/or may represent other technical sectors for the agency.



Current members of the Reference Group who

have endorsed this strategy and ToR are: ACF-

CARE- CDC- GBV AOR- IMC- IOM- IRISH CONSORTIUM ON GBV- IRC- OXFAM- SAVE THE

CHILDREN- UNFPA- UNHCR- UNICEF- WFP- WRC

GBYV Guidelines Reference Group, Terms of Reference

Specific Roles and Responsibilities of RG member agencies and IST members

Indicative examples of the specific roles/responsibilities of the RG and IST are noted below,

though these are not meant to be exhaustive:

Reference Group

| IsT

Discuss and advise on key gaps and opportunities for supporting integration of GBV risk
mitigation across agencies, clusters/sectors and other key fora

Contribute to the global evidence base on the i

mportance of GBV risk mitigation and share

relevant information and learning, internally and externally

Serve as advocates and champions for GBV risk mitigation in key global fora

Disseminate the GBV Guidelines and lead
advocacy on the importance of GBV risk
mitigation within their own agencies

Oversee, populate and update the GBV
Guidelines website as the key online platform
for resources on GBV risk mitigation

Support the adaptation of core GBV risk
mitigation tools/resources into agency
and/or context-specific versions as well as
additional languages

Develop GBV risk mitigation training curricula
and lead trainings on GBV risk mitigation for
various audiences

Support the development of new inter-
agency tools, etc., where needed and
relevant to agency priorities

Lead the development of key tools to support
operationalization of GBV risk mitigation
across the HPC (assessment tools, M&E tools,
etc.)

Support facilitation of new online GBV risk
mitigation course

Lead content development for new online
GBYV risk mitigation course




