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Assessments tell us if women, girls,
and other vulnerable groups feel safe
accessing and using our services and if

they don’t, why not.

The following brief is part of a series of
sequenced step-by-step briefs on how to
integrate GBV risk mitigation across different
elements of the Humanitarian Program
Cycle (HPC). The first in this series, this brief
covers integrating GBV risk mitigation into
assessments.

WHY WE NEED TO ASSESS GBV RISKS IN PROGRAMMING

Understanding WHO is at risk of GBV and WHY they are at risk (or what makes them
especially vulnerable to a risk) is critical to being able to understand how to design and
implement programming that can MITIGATE those risks.

All sectors should develop and integrate methodologies for ASSESSING GBV RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH
AND/OR WHICH COULD BE MITIGATED BY THEIR PROGRAMMING, from the very outset of a response. All
sectors, including NON-GBV SPECIALIZED SECTORS, CAN AND SHOULD INTEGRATE A GBV LENS INTO
THEIR OWN ASSESSMENTS. Such an assessment does NOT look at GBV incidents or prevalence, but
rather helps us to understand if/how the most vulnerable or marginalized participants are able to
safely access, use and/or participate in the sector's services.

Conducting sector-specific assessments that include questions aimed at identifying GBV risks can

make programming safer and more accessible.



HOW TO INTEGRATE GBV RISK IDENTIFICATION INTO ASSESSMENTS

There are a range of simple tools & methodologies for assessing GBV risks in sector programming.
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KEY TOOLS FOR DATA COLLECTION: CONSULTATIONS,
THE AAAQ FRAMEWORK, SAFETY AUDITS

@ CONSULTATIONS

Consultations with women and girls 1). seek to understand the risks and barriers that they face and
2). assess if GBV risk mitigation measures are reducing barriers to services and helping women and
girls feel safer. Consultations can take multiple modalities. Click on the links below to access core
resources for each modality.

FOCUS GROUP KEY INFORMANT HOUSEHOLD SURVEYS

DISCUSSIONS INTERVIEWS
OVERVIEW AND GUIDANCE

OVERVIEW AND
GUIDANCE ON KIIS

OVERVIEW AND
GUIDANCE ON FGDS

GUIDANCE ON DTM AND
GBV RISK MITIGATION

FGD TIPSHEET
SAMPLE FGD GUIDE

Regardless of modality, all consultations should follow basic principles to ensure they are safe and
ethical. Click on the resources below for more guidance.

CONSULTATIONS TIPSHEET

KEY COMPONENTS TO A SAFE AND

EFFECTIVE CONSULTATION
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https://gbvguidelines.org/document/key-informant-interviews-as-a-component-of-gbv-risk-assessment/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/key-informant-interviews-as-a-component-of-gbv-risk-assessment/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/using-dtm-multisectoral-location-assessment-to-inform-gbv-response/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/using-dtm-multisectoral-location-assessment-to-inform-gbv-response/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/household-surveys-as-a-component-of-gbv-risk-assessment/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/household-surveys-as-a-component-of-gbv-risk-assessment/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/focus-groups-discussions-as-a-component-of-gbv-risk-assessment/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/focus-groups-discussions-as-a-component-of-gbv-risk-assessment/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/tips-for-conducting-a-focus-group-discussion/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/focus-group-discussion-guide-for-women-girls/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/tip-sheet-consulting-with-women-and-girls/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/key-components-to-a-safe-and-effective-consultation-regarding-gbv-risks/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/key-components-to-a-safe-and-effective-consultation-regarding-gbv-risks/

FOUR COMPONENTS OF SAFE CONSULTATIONS

Safe and ethical
questions and
discussion

Targeting and
Participation

Safe Space

Disclosures and
Referrals

Find a safe location . Ask relevant,
Ensure meaningful .
ethical, safe,

articipation of
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questions

where privacy and
confidentiality can
be assured

Ensure facilitators
are trained in how to
safely respond to a
disclosure

In addition to consultations, there are several other assessment tools that non-GBV specialized

sectors can use to gain an understanding of relevant risks.

Il THE AVAILABILITY, ACCESSIBILITY, ACCEPTABILITY, QUALITY FRAMEWORK

The AVAILABILITY, ACCESSIBILITY, ACCEPTABILITY, QUALITY FRAMEWORK (AAAQ) is a tool to identify the range
of possible barriers that vulnerable and marginalized populations might face when trying to access
services. It offers a series of questions across a variety of categories that, when answered, can provide
good insight into what types of barriers exist within a particular programming environment, and

therefore where action to address barriers to services is most needed.

AVAILABILITY

Are services sufficient in terms of
quantity and type?

ACCEPTABILITY PHYSICAL

CONSULTATIONS FINANCIAL
WITH WOMEN ADMINISTRATIVE
AND GIRLS

Are the services respectful of the culture of
individuals, minorities, peoples and
communities?

Do service providers respect informed
consent?

SOCIAL

INFORMATION

Do service providers possess the

ACCESSIBILITY

Are facilities located within a
reasonable distance?

How is the service funded?

Are there procedural steps that
must be completed before
accessing certain services?

Do service providers respect
non-discrimination in the provision
of services?

How is information about services
communicated to the community?

necessary skills and training? Are there
adequate supplies that meet relevant
standards?

P———

The AAAQ Framework has been adapted for a variety of sectors. For sector-specific frameworks

GO TO YOUR SECTOR PAGE UNDER THE “SECTORS” TAB .
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https://gbvguidelines.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/AAAQ-framework-Nov-2019-WEB.pdf
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/availability-accessibility-acceptability-and-quality-framework-a-tool-to-identify-potential-barriers-in-accessing-services-in-humanitarian-settings/

Il SAFETY AUDITS

Safety audits are a simple, practical way to collect information related to GBV-related safety risks
and can be integrated into regular assessment/monitoring activities to track change over time. There
are two general types of safety audits: Observation and Consultation.

OBSERVATION CONSULTATION

MANDATORY

RECOMMENDED

Walk around a camp, community, or facility and
visually identify potential safety risks.

FGDs and/or Klls re: access challenges and/or
safety concerns

GOOD PRACTICE
FOR SAFETY AUDITS
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Source: UNICEF HELPDESK, SAFETY AUDITS A HOW TO GUIDE / GBV AoR Helpdesk HOW-TO-GUIDE

HOW TO UNDERTAKE A SAFETY AUDIT

Click below to access different types of safety audit tools

MULTI-SECTOR SAFETY AUDIT
CHECKLIST

GBV RISK AND SAFETY OBSERVATION
GUIDANCE

PARTICIPATORY SAFETY WALK
GUIDANCE

SAMPLE SOPS FOR SAFETY AUDITS

[ For more detail on how to conduct a safety audit, here is a How-T0-GUIDE from the UNICEF
Helpdesk

[ To see additional key safety audit tools click HERE
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https://gbvguidelines.org/document/mapping-of-safety-audit-tools-and-reports/
https://gbvguidelines.org/en/knowledgehub/?_search=safety%20audit
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/multi-sector-safety-audit-simplified-checklist/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/multi-sector-safety-audit-simplified-checklist/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/acted-sop-for-cccms-gbv-safety-audits-kenya-somalia/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/gbv-risk-and-safety-obeservation-guide/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/gbv-risk-and-safety-obeservation-guide/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/participatory-safety-walk-guide/
https://gbvguidelines.org/document/participatory-safety-walk-guide/

BASIC ETHICS RELATED TO GBV AND GBV-RELATED DATA

GBV RISK MITIGATION DATA COLLECTION: DO’S AND DONT’S

DO COLLECT INFO ON: DON’T COLLECT INFO ON:

Women and girls’ feelings of safety accessing

SEIRCES Individual GBV cases in the community

Social norms

Barriers to accessing services
GBYV incident data
Dignity

All humanitarian actors conducting assessments must consider BASIC ETHICS RELATED TO GBV AND
GBV-RELATED DATA collection and sharing to prevent inadvertently increasing stigma, GBV risks, or
risk of reprisals during their assessments.

[ GBVincident data is never needed for GBV risk mitigation. Only general, non-identifying
information on general risks associated with programming and/or in the environment is
necessary to be able to make programming safer and more accessible.

[ Non-GBV specialists should never attempt to gather GBV prevalence data or ask women and
girls directly about their experiences of GBV, as doing so can inadvertently put both program
participants and the enumerators at risk. Moreover, prevalence data can be of poor quality
due to underreporting incidents of GBV.

CLICK HERE FOR OVERVIEW AND GUIDANCE ON ASSESSMENTS
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https://gbvguidelines.org/document/integrating-a-gbv-lens-into-needs-assessment-and-need-identification/



