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ESSENTIAL VAWG RISK MITIGATION ACTIONS - CHILD PROTECTION –
Source: IASC GBV Guidelines, UNICEF

Note : successful program implementation strategies will necessarily be dependent on the specific context in which you’re working. The precise intervention that may be successful in mitigating labor-related child protection risks in an urban context may not have the same impact in improving access to services by unaccompanied girls in a refugee camp, for example. For that reason, the examples provided in this toolkit are not prescriptive: we cannot tell you exactly what will work in your specific context.  

However, there are some general activities that are consistently good practice for improving safety and access, and/or which can serve as a proven basis from which contextual adaptations can and should be made. In the IASC GBV Guidelines, these are called “Essential Actions,” and they are outlined below. 

PROGRAMMING

· Support the capacity of community-based child protection networks and programs to mitigate risks of GBV. For example: 
·  Strengthen existing community protection mechanisms; 
· Support creation of age-appropriate, girl- and boy-friendly spaces; 
· Other according to context

· Ensure supply and distribution of culturally-appropriate MHM materials to girls of reproductive age (typically beginning around 10/11 but can be as early as 8)

· Integrate sexual and reproductive health services for girls into Child Protection activities

· In programming environments with the appropriate training and supervision of CP actors on GBV: support the provision of age-, gender-, and culturally sensitive multi-sectoral care and support for child survivors of GBV (including health services; sexual and reproductive health services; mental health and psychosocial support; security/police response; legal/justice services; etc.)

· In programming environments where appropriate training and supervision of CP actors on GBV do not yet exist: develop SOPs with GBV service providers to ensure smooth and appropriate referral to necessary services

· Develop SOPs with GBV service providers to standardize processes for ensuring that adolescent girls receive appropriate services through either/both CP and GBV.

· Where there are gaps in services for children and adolescents, support the training of medical, mental health and psychosocial, police, and legal/justice actors in how to engage with child survivors in age-, gender-, and culturally sensitive ways

· Monitor and address the risks of GBV for separated and unaccompanied girls and boys. For example: 
· Establish separate reception areas for unaccompanied girls and boys; 
· Ensure family reunification and foster care programs monitor and mitigate potential risk of GBV; 
· Other according to context

· Incorporate efforts to address GBV into activities targeting children associated with armed forces/groups (e.g. disarmament, demobilization and reintegration programs)

· Ensure the safety and protection of children in contact with the law, taking into account the particular risks of GBV within detention facilities

POLICIES

· Support the reform of national and local laws and policies (including customary laws) to promote and protect the rights of children and adolescents to be free from GBV (with recognition of the particular vulnerabilities, rights and needs of girls and other at-risk groups of children)
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