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ESSENTIAL VAWG RISK MITIGATION ACTIONS - FOOD SECURITY
Source: IASC GBV Guidelines

Note : successful program implementation strategies will necessarily be dependent on the specific context in which you’re working. The precise intervention that may be successful in in support access by female-headed households to e-vouchers for food in an urban settlement may not have the same impact in ensuring safe access to food distributions a refugee camp, for example. For that reason, the examples provided in this toolkit are not prescriptive: we cannot tell you exactly what will work in your specific context.  

However, there are some general activities that are consistently good practice for improving safety and access, and/or which can serve as a proven basis from which contextual adaptations can and should be made. In the IASC GBV Guidelines, these are called “Essential Actions,” and they are outlined below. 

PROGRAMMING

· Design commodity- and cash-based interventions in ways that minimize the risk of VAWG. For example:
· Transfer modalities that meet food requirement needs; 
· Food ration cards assigned without discrimination; 
· Ensure both girls and boys are included in school feeding programs (consider situations where girls may miss out on school feeding due to not being in school);
· Other according to context

· Take steps to address food insecurity for women, girls and other at-risk groups through agriculture and livestock programming. For example: 
· Include interventions that increase agricultural production and diversification into humanitarian response; 
· Facilitate ownership of livestock assets for women, girls and other at-risk groups; 
· Other according to context

· Implement strategies that increase the safety in and around food security and agricultural livelihoods activities. For example:
· Adhere to Sphere standards for safe locations; 
· Carry out food distribution during daylight hours; 
· Consider female distribution monitors and/or sex-segregated distribution sites; 
· Ensure crowd control measures (including to prevent overcrowding);
· Other according to context

· Incorporate safe access to cooking fuel and alternative energy into programs to reduce risks of VAWG associated with access to firewood and other cooking fuels. For example: 
· Consult local populations to create strategies for accessing cooking fuel; 
· Encourage/support use of fuel-efficient stoves and fuel-saving cooking techniques (including through the provision of stoves and/or cooking fuel); 
· Other according to context

POLICIES

· Advocate for the integration of VAWG risk mitigation activities into national and local policies and plans related to FSA, and allocate funding for sustainability. For example: 
· Policies for safe access to cooking fuel; 
· Plans to promote the participation of women and other at-risk groups in agricultural diversification and livestock programs, protection of natural resources and related skills-building, etc.;
· Other according to context
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