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ESSENTIAL VAWG RISK MITIGATION ACTIONS - LIVELIHOODS
Source: IASC GBV Guidelines

Note : successful program implementation strategies will necessarily be dependent on the specific context in which you’re working. The precise intervention that may be successful in improving the safety of access to markets by displaced women may not have the same impact as working with host communities and local authorities to reduce competition over access to employment opportunities in mixed IDP/host communities, for example. For that reason, the examples provided in this toolkit are not prescriptive: we cannot tell you exactly what will work in your specific context.  

However, there are some general activities that are consistently good practice for improving safety and access, and/or which can serve as a proven basis from which contextual adaptations can and should be made. In the IASC GBV Guidelines, these are called “Essential Actions,” and they are outlined below. 

PROGRAMMING

· In consultation with women, girls, men and boys, implement livelihoods programs that are accessible to those at risk of VAWG (e.g. address logistical and cultural obstacles that prevent their participation)

· In consultation with women, girls, men and boys, implement livelihoods programs that minimize related risks of VAWG. Some examples:
· Sensitize community members about GBV;
· Work with local authorities to increase security measures; 
· Engage men and boys as supportive partners through workshops and discussions on gender issues; 
· Work with receptor or host communities to reduce competition over employment or natural resources; 
· Other according to context

· Promote the economic and professional empowerment of participants through business development, agricultural trainings, value chain integration, vocational skills training, capacity-building and education

· Implement strategies that allow participants to control their assets in ways that mitigate the risk of theft or financial exploitation

· Implement all livelihoods programs within the framework of building sustainable livelihoods that are ongoing beyond the crisis stage. For example:
· Develop culturally-sensitive exit strategies to lessen the risks of VAWG; 
· Link short-term livelihoods programs with longer-term economic empowerment strategies;
· Other according to context

POLICIES

· Support the reform of national and local laws, policies and plans that hinder women, girls and other at-risk groups from economic and professional empowerment, and allocate funding for sustainability
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- Helping sectors integrate VAWG risk mitigation, step by step




