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ESSENTIAL VAWG RISK MITIGATION ACTIONS - PROTECTION
Source: IASC GBV Guidelines

Note : successful program implementation strategies will necessarily be dependent on the specific context in which you’re working and the specific needs of different populations. Addressing inequitable access to services by ensuring that females are registered in their own names will not have the same impact as ensuring access to legal/justice support for survivors of VAWG, for example. For that reason, the examples provided in this toolkit are not prescriptive: we cannot tell you exactly what is needed or what will work in your specific context.  

However, there are some general activities that are consistently good practice for improving safety and access, and/or which can serve as a proven basis from which contextual adaptations can and should be made. In the IASC GBV Guidelines, these are called “Essential Actions,” and they are outlined below. 

PROGRAMMING

· Integrate VAWG risk mitigation into protection monitoring activities, and support the development of community-based protection strategies
· Implement strategies that safeguard those at risk of VAWG during documentation, profiling and registration processes. For example: 
· Ensure meaningful participation of women, girls and other at-risk groups in the processes; 
· Develop strategies that encourage affected populations to report their risk and/or history of VAWG; 
· Prioritize programs for women to receive, recover or replace personal documents; 
· Consider the need for special protection measures such as relocation and safe houses
· Other according to context

· Enhance the capacity of security institutions/personnel to mitigate the risk of VAWG. For example:  
· Support employment of women in the security sector; 
· Work with VAWG specialists to train security personnel on issues of VAWG; 
· Advocate for implementation of codes of conduct; 
· Support secure environments in which VAWG can be reported to police; 
· Other according to context

· Promote access to justice for survivors of VAWG by strengthening institutional capacities of state and traditional justice actors. For example:
· Provide training to relevant legal/justice actors on VAWG; 
· Support free and accessible legal aid; 
· Provide protection for survivors and witnesses of VAWG during court processes; 
· Other according to context

POLICIES

· Support the reform of national and local laws and policies (including customary law) to promote access to justice and the rule of law, and allocate funding for sustainability. For example:
· Strengthen VAWG protections in law; 
· Advocate for accountability for perpetrators, enforcement of existing laws, and access to justice for survivors (including, but not limited to, the removal of laws that require reporting by health care providers or reporting to law enforcement before being able to seek medical attention);
· Support the ratification of key human rights standards; 
· Advocate for frameworks and action plans that contain VAWG-related measures in return, relocation and reintegration;
· Other according to context
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- Helping sectors integrate VAWG risk mitigation, step by step




