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PROTECTION SAFETY AUDIT TOOL
Sources: UNHCR; UNICEF Rapid Assessment tools

This tool is part of CARE’s Do No Harm in Practice Toolkit, specifically the Assessment section. 
  
WHAT IS IT? 
Safety audits support the collection and recording of observations related to women and girls’ safety and security in a camp, settlement or community, to help build an understanding of the risks of VAWG and barriers to access. Safety audits are generally used in one of two ways:
· To triangulate information generated through other rapid assessment activities – for example, to complement information collected in focus group discussions (on safety perceptions and/or barriers to access) and key informant interviews with community members; or
· As a primary information collection method in insecure environments where asking community members questions about VAWG in the programming environment might put them at risk – for example, in settings where there is a military presence within a camp, settlement or community.

GOOD PRACTICE FOR USING THIS TOOL 
· If you are new to conducting safety audits, please read and understand UNICEF’s 3-page safety audit “How to Guide” before using this tool.
· Select and adapt the questions to your context. It is unlikely that ALL questions noted below will be relevant for your context. Equally, some context-specific observations may be missing from the below. Pick, choose, add and/or adapt as needed.
· Adapt the template as preferred. The table below is purposefully basic to allow for adaptations and modifications; there are many different formats for safety audits.
· In insecure situations – for example, where it may not be safe to spend extended periods of time or where being seen collecting information about sensitive issues may put community members at risk of reprisal – it may be more appropriate to complete the form as soon as possible after leaving the camp or community rather than during the site visit.
· Before initiating the safety audit, identify a protocol for safe data storage and sharing, as well for the dissemination of results to minimize any risks to communities, community members and humanitarian service providers.
· While the tool below is observational (that is, it does not suggest or require direct consultations with individuals), it is prudent to ensure that data collectors have read and understood and understood the Tipsheet for non-GBV specialists on asking questions about safety, and that they are trained on safe and appropriate response to GBV disclosures. A training guide on this topic can be found here[footnoteRef:22562]. [22562:  NOTE – this course will require a separate registration on CARE’s online learning platform, Disco.] 


PROTECTION SAFETY AUDIT TOOL

	Observation/Question
	Yes
	No
	Comment/notes

	Registration

	Are unaccompanied females and their children accommodated separately from men?
	
	
	

	Are unaccompanied females registered as individuals?
	
	
	

	Are married women registered separately from their husbands?
	
	
	

	Is the area of the camp/community where unaccompanied females stay safe?
	
	
	

	Other (add if needed)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Security measures

	Are there security personnel patrolling outside this camp/ community?
	
	
	

	If yes: who is providing the patrols (eg. government, peacekeeping troops, militia, community group, etc.? (write answer in comments/notes)
	
	
	

	Are there security patrols or a watch group inside the camp/ community?
	
	
	

	If yes: who is providing the patrols (eg. government, peacekeeping troops, militia, community group, etc.? (write answer in comments/notes)
	
	
	

	Other (add if needed)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Access to services (*see also the AAAQ framework)

	Are women and adolescent girls able to move freely within the settlement/camp/other to access services?
	
	
	

	Are common routes to services accessible and safe year-round?
	
	
	

	Are services disability accessible?
	
	
	

	Are there physical, administrative, informational, financial, cultural or other barriers that could make it more difficult/challenging for specific groups of people to access services? 
	
	
	

	LGBTIQ+ persons and/or persons with differing SOGIESC 
	
	
	

	Older women
	
	
	

	Persons with physical disabilities 
	
	
	

	Persons with cognitive disabilities
	
	
	

	Pregnant women
	
	
	

	Single mothers/female headed households
	
	
	

	Young mothers
	
	
	

	Child-headed households
	
	
	

	Men and boy survivors of violence
	
	
	

	Other (add if needed)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Participation

	Are women regularly consulted about their Protection needs, concerns, experiences, etc.?
	
	
	

	Do women meaningfully participate in any Protection committees, community-based protection groups, etc.?
	
	
	

	Other (add if needed)
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