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ESSENTIAL VAWG RISK MITIGATION ACTIONS - SHELTER
Source: IASC GBV Guidelines

Note : successful program implementation strategies will necessarily be dependent on the specific context in which you’re working. The precise intervention that may be successful in improving privacy in an informal collective settlement may not have the same impact as improving safety by fortifying doors in the shelters of female-headed households in a refugee camp, for example. For that reason, the examples provided in this toolkit are not prescriptive: we cannot tell you exactly what is needed or what will work in your specific context.  

However, there are some general activities that are consistently good practice for improving safety and access, and/or which can serve as a proven basis from which contextual adaptations can and should be made. In the IASC GBV Guidelines, these are called “Essential Actions,” and they are outlined below. 

The Global Shelter Cluster has also developed detailed guidance on mitigating GBV risks in Shelter distributions.

PROGRAMMING

· Prioritize VAWG risk mitigation in the allocation of shelter materials and in shelter construction. For example:
· Implement Sphere standards for space and density; 
· Provide temporary housing for those at risk of VAWG; 
· Designate women-, adolescent- and child-friendly spaces; 
· Other according to context

· Ensure safe, equal and impartial distribution of Shelter-related non-food items (NFIs). For example: 
· Establish clear, consistent and transparent distribution systems; 
· Ensure at-risk groups have safe and equitable access to NFIs (eg. consider size and weight of NFIs, distance to shelters, etc.; 
· Other according to context

· Distribute stoves/ cooking sets and design cooking facilities that reduce consumption of cooking fuel, which in turn reduces the need to seek fuel in unsafe areas

POLICIES

· Advocate for the integration of VAWG risk mitigation strategies into national and local policies and plans related to Shelter programming, and allocate funding for sustainability. For example: 
· Address discriminatory practices hindering women, girls and other at-risk groups from safe participation in the Shelter sector; 
· Consider the construction of women-, adolescent- and child-friendly spaces and safe shelter from the onset of an emergency; 
· Other according to context
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