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 ESSENTIAL VAWG RISK MITIGATION ACTIONS - SITE/SETTLEMENT DESIGN & LAYOUT
Source: IASC GBV Guidelines

Note : successful program implementation strategies will necessarily be dependent on the specific context in which you’re working. The precise intervention that may be successful in mitigating risks associated with site design and layout for disabled IDPs in an urban context may not have the same impact in improving access to services by pregnant adolescent girls in a refugee camp, for example. For that reason, the examples provided in this toolkit are not prescriptive: we cannot tell you exactly what will work in your specific context.  

However, there are some general activities that are consistently good practice for improving safety and access, and/or which can serve as a proven basis from which contextual adaptations can and should be made. In the IASC GBV Guidelines, these are called “Essential Actions,” and they are outlined below. 

PROGRAMMING

· Involve women, adolescent girls and other at-risk groups (for example, older people, persons living with disabilities, etc.)  as participants and leaders in community-based site governance mechanisms and decision-making structures throughout the entire life cycle of the camp (with due caution where this poses a potential security risk or increases the risk of VAWG). 

· Prioritize VAWG risk mitigation activities in camp/settlement/site planning and set-up. Some examples include:
· Confidential and non-stigmatizing registration
· Safety of sleeping areas
· Use of partitions for privacy
· Designated areas for women-, adolescent- and child-friendly spaces
· Other according to context

· Prioritize VAWG risk mitigation strategies during the care and maintenance phase of the camp/settlement/site life cycle. Some examples include:
· Undertake frequent and regular checks on site security (see site design and layout safety audit tool for suggestions on how to do this).
· Create complaint and feedback mechanisms for community
· Other according to context

· Where needed and relevant: work with the community - particularly women, girls and other vulnerable groups - to determine if/whether safety patrols are desired and, if so, to identify the best safety patrol options (eg. patrols by community groups, by law enforcement, other) with the community.

· Integrate VAWG risk mitigation into site/settlement/camp closure. For example: 
· Closely monitor risks for returning/resettling/residual populations; 
· Work with VAWG specialists to ensure continued delivery of services to survivors of VAWG who are exiting sites; 
· Other according to context

POLICIES

· Incorporate relevant VAWG risk mitigation strategies into the policies, standards and guidelines of relevant programs. For example:
· Procedures for food and non-food item distribution; 
· Housing policies for at-risk groups; 
· Other according to context

· Advocate for the integration of VAWG risk mitigation strategies into national and local policies and plans related to site/settlement design and layout, and allocate funding for sustainability. For example:
· Develop or strengthen policies related to the allocation of law enforcement and security personnel; 
· Develop site/settlement/camp closure and exit strategies that take risks of VAWG into consideration; 
· Other according to context
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- Helping sectors integrate VAWG risk mitigation, step by step




