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ESSENTIAL VAWG RISK MITIGATION ACTIONS - WASH
Source: IASC GBV Guidelines

Note : successful program implementation strategies will necessarily be dependent on the specific context in which you’re working. The precise intervention that may be successful in reducing school leaving by adolescent girls through the improvement of MHM in school settings may not have the same impact as reducing open defecation by ensuring safety of latrines through adding locks and appropriate lighting, for example. For that reason, the examples provided in this toolkit are not prescriptive: we cannot tell you exactly what is needed or what will work in your specific context.  

However, there are some general activities that are consistently good practice for improving safety and access, and/or which can serve as a proven basis from which contextual adaptations can and should be made. In the IASC GBV Guidelines, these are called “Essential Actions,” and they are outlined below. 

PROGRAMMING

· Involve women and other at-risk groups as staff and leaders in the siting, design, construction and maintenance of water and sanitation facilities and in hygiene promotion activities (with due caution where this poses a potential security risk or increases the risk of GBV)

· Implement strategies that increase the availability and accessibility of water for women, girls and other at-risk groups. For example:
· Follow Sphere standards for placement of water points; 
· Establish ration schedules in collaboration with women, girls and other at-risk groups; 
· Work with receptor/host communities to reduce tension over shared water resources; 
· Other according to context

· Implement strategies that maximize the safety, privacy and dignity of WASH facilities. For example: 
· Location of facilities; 
· Safety patrols along paths; 
· Adequate and appropriate lighting and privacy; 
· Sturdy internal locks; 
· Clearly marked, sex-segregated facilities; 
· Sufficient numbers of facilities based on population demographics;
· Other according to context

· Ensure dignified access to hygiene-related materials. For example:
· Sanitary supplies for women and girls of reproductive age; 
· Washing facilities that allow laundry of menstrual cloth; 
· Proper disposal of sanitary napkins; 
· Other according to context
	
	
	



	
	
	



image.jpg
giE,! DO NO HARM IN PRACTICE TOOLKIT %Care®
- Helping sectors integrate VAWG risk mitigation, step by step




